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CHAPTER
ONE

VALUE
UNSURPASSED

TEric Liddell was made famous by the award-winning film
Chariots of Fire. For months Liddell trained to run the 100-meter
dash at the Paris Olympics in 1924. Sportswriters across Britain
P

Liddell di heats for h a
Sunday. Because he believed he would dishonor God by compet-
ing on the Lord's Day, h refused to enter the race.

Eric's fans were stunned. Some who previously praised him
lled hima fool. il Campbell, afel-

describes Liddell’

sortof thing, Hejustaid, I'm ot running on a Sunday"—and

that was that. And he would have been very upset f anything
sdicedy bt e

pletely in character, and a lot of the athletes were quietly

impressed by it They el tht here was a man who was pre-

ing with anyone else, and without being dogmatic. (Sally
Magnuson, The Fiying Scotsman [New York: Quartet, 1981, 40)

facts, Liddell knew about the heat schedule months before the
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ol
1

the Britsh

Olympic Committee asked if he would train to run in the 400

ace he had performed well in before, but one he'd

never considered seriously. He decided to train for it and discov-
istance. His wife, Fl

was
that when he stood by his principles and refused o run in the 100
‘metres, he found that the 400 metres was really his race. He would
not of known that otherwise” (Magruson, 45).

Liddell went on to win the 400 meters and set a world record
inth God honored ising spiit. But what

indriigns e sEipain
the press? The filmmakers of Chariots ofFire unknowingly provide

100 meters.

pt, one “The
Iad ....is a true man of principle and a true athlete. His speed is a

from himself.” In spite of the writer's labeling God as a generic
“force,” the statement is true. The Christian life cannot be lived

your very being,

‘That's where the power of integrity begins. Only as you and I

derive our being from our relationship with Chist can we ever
ferlike e did, o withstand ad

ﬂmlmnamimulnlallchmmlynswmhnmdupmm

Chist. O

with Him, and our glorifcaton ends with Him. He is the reason for
R >

‘The apostle Paul knew well that the heart of the Christian life
i e a1
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Chri t (Phil.38)
his “goal” (v.14).

‘What were the “all things” he considered as loss? They were
the ultimate credentials of the works-righteousness religion Paul
served before coming to know Christ. He was “circumcised the

Hebs

wrch; as to the righteousness which s i the Law, found blame-
less"” (vv. 56). According to the conventional religious wisdom of
s e o

o
race and tribe, adhered

tothe

right law with self-righteous zeal.
But one day when he was traveling to persecute more
st Paul tinall Hi

i
rhless. Sohe: i i s
things | have counted as loss for the sake of Christ ... and count
them but rubbish in order that [ may gain Christ” (v.7-8). l.nl’uul)
mind,hwmmdb«nmzlnhhn&—msud\a fegree that

8l

e thought they could—they couke't produce ighlescmens;
power

Paul 1
Iﬂmwms Chnsldeeplymdmnmakdy
That is the essence of salvation—an exchange of something

»mway—mm;dmnofmmuummmmdmmm

field,
sells all that he has, and buys that field. Again, the kingdom of

‘pearl of great value, he went and sold al that he had, and bought
it" (Matt. 13:44-46). Those two men found something offar greater
i . For i

sellall they
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‘That's what happens to those God chooses to bring into His
kingdom. The person who comes to God is willing o pay whatever
He i with

he held d rth ing Christ,
Jesus Ch

that
‘we had—whether possessions, fame, or desires. They all became
ison to Christ. tumed

to Him as our Savior and Lord. He became the supreme object of
our affections. Our new desire was to know Him, love Him, serve
Him, obey Him, and be like Him.

you?.
petes with Chri
Il devotion, and Him?
mImowHunamud\asyvnd:dwhmHeﬁxslszvtdywﬂim

Sy ol d are dally-

I, not careful
is your relationap with Chit, the exuberance and devoton o

P

bedi
with sin.

with Chrit, The apostle Paul shows us how by helping us see what
we gained when we exchanged the trash for Christ. We have the
beneits of a new lfe and a new relationship.

A NEW LIFE

When you were brought into God's kingdom, you were totally
transformed. You became “a new creature; the old things passed
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behold, i (@Cor517).
e something new—you b someane new. Pal eld 1
Chri who ive,but

i
faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up
for me” (Gal. 220),

2In

self—the deepest,truest
part of a Christian—now loves the law of God, longs to fulfill its
hteous demands, hates sin, and lony the

unredeemed flesh—where sin stillresides. Sin no longer controls
you as it once did, but it still entices you to obey it instead of the
Lord.

g % %
lifestylerof the wicked unbeliever with that of the spiritual
Christian, he sought to demonstrate that a changed nature
der :17-19 Paul describes the former
wicked lfestyle we all followed: “Walk no longer as the Gentiles
also walk, in the futlity of their mind, being darkened in their

fance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart; and
they, havir i "
ality, for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness.”
The word “Gentiles” represents all ungodly, unregenerate, pagan

people. Li
almost every non-Palestinian area in New Testament times were

Centered on Christ

”Butynnd.ldnmlumchnstmthsway (Eph. 420). The phrase
(Christ"is a direct reference o salvation. Anyone who makes



